Kingsdown Conservation Group

Annual Report 2005

This is a short account of what the Committee and other members have been doing in the past year on behalf of the Group.

1. Members and Committee 

There are currently 105 paid-up members. The Committee consists of:

Pauline Allen - Peter Ferne - Charles Grant - Richard Harrad - Tony Kerr - Nick Kidwell - Andy King - Mike Mc Kee - Jeremy Newick - Bridget Parker - Malcolm Parker - Helen Phillips - Nigel Tasker

We meet each month except August to look at developments that affect Kingsdown. Meetings are chaired by whoever hosts the meeting. We are all indebted to our Secretary, Helen Phillips, who organises the correspondence and administration, and to John Frenkel, co-opted during the year, who has helped enormously by taking minutes and preparing summaries of all our meetings. Mary Wright (our AGM speaker) was also co-opted during the year.

2. Activities: What we do and how we work

a). Planning applications

We look at the weekly list (available on the City Council website) and then someone goes down to the planning department (behind the Council House) to study the individual applications and accompanying drawings (available to anyone, and now online at ukplanning.com). We talk to neighbours and other interested people, and then decide whether, and how, to comment.

A few applications are for well-designed schemes that fit in with the Conservation Group’s aims and with the Council’s policies for the area; we don’t need to comment on these. Many, though, are proposals for intensive development, converting shops and houses into tiny flats, building on gardens, etc. We can often help the Council enforce their own policies by pressing for changes to schemes, such as reducing the scale of developments, supplying proper drawings, or making the details more sensitive, but even if the Council stands firm developers can always appeal (though the public can’t – that’s the law). 

We looked at 39 different items during the year. Here are a few examples:

· We successfully stopped the illegal development of 17 Ninetree Hill – though historic garden walls have already been destroyed, and the developer has now submitted a planning application which we will need to watch closely

· We opposed the plan to put far too many bedsits on the site of the photographer’s shop at 19 Cotham Rd. South. The scheme has now been amended.

· We’ve successfully opposed several applications that conflicted with long-standing policies for the area (preventing further development of historic gardens in Somerset St and Kingsdown Parade). We repeatedly objected to unsuitable proposals for over-development of a garden on the south side of Somerset St. and, again, the scheme has been modified.

· We’ve continued to press the Council to enforce the planning conditions for converting the old Johnson’s shop site

b). Major developments. 

Both the United Bristol Healthcare Trust and the University have long-standing ambitions for developments that will have very significant effects on our area. Trying to influence their plans has been a time-consuming and very frustrating process, but we feel we must persevere.

· We met several times with the members of UBHT’s development project team. They were, in theory, keen to listen to local views but seemed to concentrate on generalities rather than the details of how their plans would affect us. When they finally gave us access to the critical documents, it was impossible even to read them in the time before the formal planning applications were submitted. The project team attended a stormy public meeting in Kingsdown, but did not seem able to understand or act on most of our views. Since then, the team leader has moved on, and we have been working to establish links with the Director of Estates. On the positive side, the plans are at least very much better than the ‘tower blocks on the hillside’ scheme that the Conservation Group had to fight twenty years ago.

· We have attended several of the University’s consultation workshops and events. It’s hard to know how much influence we (or any other groups) have had. We’re pleased that they’ve dropped the idea of closing Tyndall Avenue, but we still feel the plans represent a very undesirable step towards a closed precinct full of brash new buildings that will dwarf the old ones in St Michael’s Hill. The new Union building will bring literally thousands of students into the area, with predictable effects on parking and other problems.

· We’ve commented on several other developments which affect Kingsdown (e.g. the Bus Station site), though haven’t been able to spend so much time on them.

c). Influencing wider policies

We try to find time to influence the City Council and to contribute to the development of better local policies

· Conservation Panel. Jeremy Newick represents us on this City Council panel, so is able both to argue for Kingsdown’s interests and to alert us to some of the wider issues coming up.

· Statement of Community Involvement. The Council is now required to set out how it plans to involve local communities more effectively in planning matters. We were disappointed by the draft, and made several suggestions for improving it, which we presented to the Council Cabinet and then, by invitation, jointly with the Civic Society at a meeting with the Cabinet Member responsible. We still think the latest version is weak and represents a missed opportunity to build on what communities, rather than developers, want.

d). Other

· Tree-planting at Prior’s Hill flats. You’d be amazed at how much legwork and negotiation is needed to plant a tree on someone else’s land. After considerable effort by Helen Phillips, it looks as if something will appear.

· Some of the Committee cleaned up the triangle of land where the Back of Kingsdown Parade joins Clevedon Terrace. We still don’t know who actually owns it, but are trying to find out so we can urge them to attend to the tree before it collapses.

· Website and other communications. Our first attempt, at www.kingsdown.ik.com , is being replaced by a new ‘blog’ format designed by Peter Ferne at www.kingsdown.org.uk   We now post summaries of each meeting on the website and the noticeboard by no.11 Kingsdown Parade. We send them to the email list and to several other local groups and the Civic Society (who featured the Group in their Round and About in Bristol spot)

3. The Year Ahead

Among the changes we will need to consider are:

· Developments in and around the area: UBHT, University, Dovercourt, Hamilton House, the Carriageworks.

· Permanent closure of Alfred Hill under the hospital plans – will it affect you?

· A larger Kingsdown? New laws require the Council to review all their Conservation Areas. They could keep the same area, expand it or amalgamate it with another one. What do you think are the ‘right’ boundaries for Kingsdown? Should it include High Kingsdown, or all the area down to Stokes Croft?

· New plans for Kingsdown. The Council will also have to develop plans for the area which go beyond just preserving the heritage. We will need to refresh and extend the suggestions we made to the Council’s last review of policy for the area two years ago.

· Better communication  with members – would a couple more noticeboards help, for example?

	4. How you can help:

· If you care about Kingsdown, join the group. It only costs £5, but the more members we have, the more people listen to us.

· Sign up for the free monthly email so you know what’s going on. Just email KingsdownConservationGroup-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

· Offer your skills, time, and knowledge – as much or as little as you like. You don’t have to be a ‘conservation expert’ (whatever that means), just interested in the area.
· Tell us what you think about local developments and what we should be doing
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