A note from  R.Harrad. 75 Kingsdown Parade. S&J.Manley  91 KP. L&H.Marshall  56 KP   .P&D.Mellor 52 KP

Dear resident

You will no doubt be aware that the City Council is proposing a resident’s parking Scheme for Kingsdown.  This is intended to improve parking for residents, to improve safety e.g. at corners and to reduce commuting into the city.  We agree that these are all laudable aims

However current proposals, as they stand, will make the parking situation significantly worse for many residents - particularly those who don’t have garages on Kingsdown Parade - and both during the day and in the evenings.  

A few of us studied a similar proposal for Kingsdown in 2000 and realised that ‘conventional’  traffic engineering measures reduced numbers of spaces significantly.  However, working with officers and councillors, many spaces were restored and allocation of permits was restricted e.g to council tax payers. This might have worked but was never implemented.

Unfortunately the new scheme again loses large numbers of spaces-see below.  KP will always be under more pressure with tall narrow houses, some subdivided. There are currently about 157 available spaces in Kingsdown Parade & Back of KDP (and in 2000, 178 eligible council tax households).  The current proposals ‘lose’ about 40 of these spaces.   In immediately adjoining streets we stand to lose a further 65 or so spaces. The total lost just here could be as high as 105 .

Residents who try to park in the day are certainly suffering at present.  With these proposals however the daytime situation is unlikely to improve: there will be more residents’ cars than the depleted number of spaces proposed (plus of course each household is entitled to 100 permits for visitors, workmen, etc.)   After 5 pm the situation will be considerably worse with hospital night staff and visitors, late night shoppers etc in addition to the normal residents’ cars that regularly overfill KP at present (e.g. on Sunday nights).

The Brandon Hill scheme is proposed to operate up to 9 p.m. and you may feel that this would suit Kingsdown as well.  

On congestion and safety, streets such as KP always require careful negotiation by large vehicles, but that helps to keep down traffic speeds and in 30 years of living here fire engines have always been able to use KP.  Some yellow lines on corners will be helpful, but do not need to be 10 metres long on the approaches to each corner.

The number of spaces lost is clearly critical, but we believe that with concentrated local pressure many of these can be restored.  Operating hours can be discussed. We must surely aim for a scheme which works for all of us.  

Proposed action: A ‘working group’ will work with officers to: 

· see if most of the lost spaces can be restored. 

· clarify eligibility for permits

· explore modifying hours of operation

· report back to a local meeting prior to the completion of formal ‘consultation’ which seems likely to be January/February

Whatever your views please consider the facts - more info is available at BCC/residents parking.  Write with your comments to respark@bristol.gov.uk.                Copies to our councillors would be helpful and if you have further views/comments on the above please e-mail DavidMellor@AlecFrench.co.uk
Approximate spaces lost on current plan  as published- by direct observation of the following streets:

KINGSDOWN PARADE

Loss of N.side between nos.55 and 93                                  
16

By Saville Mews (partly for communal bins!) 

3

Loss on corners                                                            
9

(the loss on corners is caused by widespread use of 

10m long double yellows on each approach to junctions –

a car length extra to the current lining of  Montague Hill/KP) 

BACK OF KP approx                                                             
12

SUB TOTAL - direct impact on KP loss of                        
40

CLEVEDON TERRACE & ST.MATTHEWS ROAD              
12

(mainly on corners)

COTHAM SIDE (south of church)  say                                  
22

Plus Pay & Display around church                                        
18

FREMANTLE ROAD (south of Cotham Side only)        
9

SOMERSET STREET (East End)                                         
5

SUB TOTAL                                                                         
66

i.e. TOTAL approx 105 spaces in the immediate vicinity of KP including the 18 or so Pay & Display but excluding the shared Pay & Display / Resident area of 6 spaces in St.Matthew’s Road (West)

