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MEETING OF THE CABOT, CLIFTON AND CLIFTON EAST

NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP

13TH JULY 2010 AT 7.00 PM

AT THE CENTRE FOR THE DEAF,

16-18 KINGS SQUARE, KINGSDOWN, BRISTOL  BS2 8JL

PRESENT:

Ward Councillors:

Councillor Woodman and Councillor Wright (Cabot)

Councillor Blythe and Janke (Clifton)

Members of Partnership

Wendy Pollard - Richmond Terrace Resident’s Association

Richard Bland - Clifton and Hotwells Improvement Society

Maggie Shapland Clifton and Hotwells Improvement Society

Dennis Gornall - Hotwells and Cliftonwood Community Association

Peter Newberry - Governor Christchurch Primary School

Pauline Allen - Kingsdown Conservation Group/Ashley House Community Liaison Group

John Rippon – resident

Nicolette Vincent – resident

Malcolm Baker - Oakfield Resident’s Association

Keith Borissow - Oakfield Resident’s Association

Amelia Parsons - University of Bristol Student’s Union

Rosemary Chamberlin – Clifton and Hotwells Branch Labour Party

Julian Jones – Bristol Friends of the Earth ??

Statutory Bodies and others

Mark Alderton and Keith Rundle - Avon and Somerset Police

Darren Hall - Bristol Partnership

Ian Abrahams - resident

Hilary Abraham - resident

Lizzy Davey – resident

Pat Rowe -resident

John Rowe - resident

Nigel Tasker – resident

Caroline Tasker – resident

Ben Appleby – Green Party

Stephen Perry – Cliftonwood Neighbourhood Watch

Bristol City Council Officers

Nick Christo

Patricia Jones

Andrew Mcgrath

Terry Bullock

Nick Carter 

1.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Anne White, Diana Kershaw and Gretta Perkins

2.
Welcome and Introductions


All were welcomed to the meeting.

3.
Public Forum


Consultation - Traffic Regulation Orders Kingsdown

This statement from Ian and Hilary Abrahams was noted.

4.
Minutes - Cabot, Clifton and Clifton East Neighbourhood Partnership - 2nd March 2010


AGREED - that the minutes of the meeting of the Cabot, Clifton and Clifton East Neighbourhood Partnership held on 2nd March 2010 be signed as a correct record and signed by the Chair subject to the insertion of the following under Highway Maintenance Works :-

“It was requested that historic coal hole covers, pennant kerbs and cobbles should be kept as part of any footway scheme on Princess Victoria Street. It was also suggested that the historic railing supports on the zigzag should be kept.”


Matters Arising

Maggie Shapland stated there had been no progress in repairing the listed lamp post outside the Clifton Cathedral. She added that she had not received a response to an email proposing that the pavement outside 47 Princess Victoria Street be relaid using the original pennant stone. It was agreed that a response would be sought.


John Rippon agreed to provide further details regarding an overly steep dropped kerb and broken surfaces on Richmond Hill.


Acronyms and Council jargon


It was agreed that a glossary of definitions would be provided for the next meeting.

5.
Declarations of Interest


None.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP ITEMS

6.
Improving the Environment of St. Michaels


AGREED:-


That the statement from Diana Kershaw would be referred to the Executive Member for consideration. 

7.
The Importance of Trees


The Partnership heard from Richard Bland (CHIS) on the crucial part played by trees in the life of the city. It was reported that the authority’s arboricultural department was looking to increase the canopy cover of the city but that this was easier to achieve in some areas than others. Barren areas were evident in the Cabot ward in particular. 


AGREED:-



Useful suggestions that would assist in increasing the city’s existing canopy cover should be relayed to Richard Bland

          (richardbland@blueyonder.co.uk)



Information Report

8.
Area Co-ordinator Report


The neighbourhood partnership considered a report of Andrew McGrath, Neighbourhoods (agenda item no. 8).


The Partnership received progress updates on :-

· The Site Allocation and Development Management Options Document and Consultation; and

· The Area Green Space Plan Ideas and Options Consultation


It was reported that the consultation processes were running parallel, both scheduled to end on the 29th October 2010. To fully engage with the Partnership within the consultation period, there would be an opportunity for discussion at the Partnership’s next meeting at 7pm on the 5th October 2010 at which members of the Site Allocations  and Area Green Space Teams would be present. The Partnership agreed that this would be useful.


Additional City-wide drop-in consultation sessions would also be held between 12pm-8pm on the 6th and 7th October 2010 at Brunel House (behind the Council House). Information was available on-line and hard copies of all documents were available to take-away, including questionnaires and evaluations forms.


Officers agreed to establish how the central area plans would be developed including timescales.


The Partnership received an update on Neighbourhood Forums and were invited to contact Nick Christo, the newly appointed Area Co-ordinator, to progress future issues/items for the agenda. It was confirmed that future meetings would be held :-

· Clifton/Clifton East- 7.00pm to 9.00pm Wednesday 1st September 2010 at Clifton High School

· Cabot - 7.00pm to 9.00pm Thursday 2nd September 2010

at the Council House


AGREED:-

· That officers should continue to make efforts to improve publicity and engage people in the new Neighbourhood Forum process.

· That attendance figures be provided to the Partnership in future.

Bristol City Council Items (Councillors take final decision):-

11.
DOUBLE PARKING NEW REGULATIONS - VERBAL REPORT


The Partnership heard from Terry Bullock regarding new discretionary powers to deal with double parking and vehicles that park alongside dropped kerbs. 


It was reported that an offence of double parking is committed when a vehicle is parked more than 50cm (18 inches) from the kerb. Exemptions included emergencies, waste collection and building works - a penalty charge notice would not be issued in these instances.


The authority was developing a protocol in an effort to be even-handed in its approach and mindful to residents, and would issue a press release to clarify its enforcement policy which would take effect from August 2010. Information was also available on the council website and people were invited to report transgressions to Parking Services:-


Bristol City Council, Parking Enforcement Team, PO Box 480, Bristol BS99 7AE, Phone:  0117 922 2198, 


Email:  parking.services@bristol.gov.uk

Web site:  www.bristol.gov.uk/parking

Caledonia Place, West Mall and Frederick Place were highlighted as problematic areas.There was agreement that a public information campaign was needed to effectively publicise and make people aware of the council’s enforcement approach. It was suggested that now was the right time to notify the University Accommodation Office to ensure that students were made aware at the start of the new term.  It was suggested that community associations could usefully assist in disseminating information and getting the message across.


Parking on the pavement

The Partnership went on to discuss vehicles parked on the pavement and the impact this had on blind and disabled people and parents with pushchairs. The law relating to this was described as complex as parking on all or some the pavement is not an offence in itself. Whilst the Police have powers to issue a fine if the vehicle is causing an obstruction, there has to be “a substantive obstruction at the time of issue”


Misuse of Cycle Lanes

The Partnership discussed the misuse of cycle lanes. The Police reported that a joint project was underway with Transport Services/ Cycling City to develop an education and enforcement programme to tackle the misuse of cycle lanes (both to park in and ride in), and the breaches of the Road Traffic legislation by cyclists (traffic lights and cycling on the pavement).


Unloading on Key Routes


It was suggested that the system of red routes adopted in London to prevent vehicles stopping to unload on key routes, could usefully be adopted in Bristol. The problem was understood to be particularly prevalent on Park Street. It was reported that the centre was presently the priority in terms of enforcement but that Park Street could be addressed if the Partnership chose to prioritise it.

9.
Wellbeing Report


The Partnership considered a report inviting the Partnership:-

· to note the amount of funding presently held in the Wellbeing Fund

· to agree a funding process to enable organisations to apply for funding ; and 

· setting out the latest proposals for expenditure arising from the Participatory Budget pilot 

The Partnership noted that the fund stood at £72,880,50 due to an underspend carried forward from 2 previous years. 

In developing an application process based on good practice of other neighbourhood partnerships across the city, the aim was to ensure that assessments and criteria were consistent. It was recognised that the fundamental role of the Neighbourhood Committee was to discharge council business and funding in a public setting and in doing so, to add value to the community and contribute towards important local schemes.

It was anticipated that future applications would be sent to the Area Co-ordinator (Nick Christo) and considered as part of agenda meetings which would take place to discuss potential business and items for the next meeting. Applications that met the criteria would be brought to the next scheduled meeting of the Partnership for consideration and voted on by the Neighbourhood Committee (Councillors).

As an interim arrangement, the Partnership considered the following applications for funding (circulated in advance of the meeting:-

· Proposal to commit £5,000 and part fund the installation of a pedestrian crossing on Cotham Road 

It was noted the boundary between Cotham and Cabot wards runs along Cotham Road, and that the crossing would equally serve residents of both wards. It was confirmed that Bishopston, Cotham and Redland NP had already committed £11,000 of the £16,000 sum required. 

· Oakfield Residents Association 

Proposal to install 2 notice boards at the Lido and Pembroke Road at a cost of £660.

· Hotwells and Cliftonwood Community Association 

Proposal to upgrade all current notice boards and extend    coverage with new boards at a cost of £1890.

Following further discussion, the Neighbourhood Committee members :-

RESOLVED -

(1)
that the amount of Well Being funding held by the neighbourhood partnership be noted;

(2)
that the Area Co-ordinator work with neighbourhood partnership members to develop a funding process to enable organisations to apply for funding from the Well Being Fund (Applications to be sent to Nick Christo, Area Co-ordinator).

(3)     that a series of agenda meetings be fixed prior to the scheduled meetings to enable the Partnership to consider business for the next meeting and any new applications for funding. 

(4)     that the proposal to commit £5,000 and part fund the installation of a pedestrian crossing at Cotham Road be approved.

(5)     that the proposals from Oakfield Residents Association and Hotwells and Clifton Community Association to install/upgrade notice boards at a cost of £660 and £1890 respectively be approved (Boards to specify in writing that the cost was met by the Partnership and the HCCA to obtain a second quote before proceeding)

(6)     that a proposal to fund the pedestrianisation of 

         Boyce’s  Avenue be brought to the next meeting.

Presentation - Proposals for Expenditure arising from the Participatory Budget pilot   

The aim of the website commissioned by the Bristol Partnership, was to increase participation in the democratic process by encouraging the public to have a say in how £15,000 of the Wellbeing Fund should be spent. The on-line voting system piloted in the Cabot, Clifton & Clifton East Neighbourhood Partnership invited people to submit ideas for funding, comment on other people's ideas and vote for the ideas they want to see progressed.

Using a rating and number of votes system to identify the winning ideas, users were able to register their vote by giving a rating of 1 to 5 stars. It was noted that the following proposals received the highest star ratings (voting ended on 30th June)

Title
Summary
Votes x score 
Overall score

Street play Events
Events that allow kids to play in the street, usually by closing the road to traffic
4.79 x 48
230

Integrative Art & Nutrition
Bridging the gap for people with mental health issues through the use of art and nutrition advice
4.4 x 49
217

Avon New Cut
Part time guide and educational packs 
4.6 x 26
119

Water fountains
Get them working again
4.25 x 20
85

Ark project
Grant to be able to do more for the community
5 x 17
70

Following further discussion the Neighbourhood Committee members:-

RESOLVED -

That the 2 proposals receiving the highest number of votes and overall scores (Street Play Events and Integrative Art and Nutrition) should be invited to make formal applications for funding and that these proposals be considered at the next meeting of the Partnership on the 5th October 2010.



Other Bristol City Council Items (the Partnership has the opportunity to influence the provision of council services)

10.
OLDER PEOPLE’S HEALTH AND WELLBEING SMALL GRANTS FUND


The Partnership heard from Kay Russell, Service Manager, Health and Social Care:-

· The Partnership were invited to accept a one –off grant of £4,500 from the Putting People First in Bristol team to be spent on promoting the health and well-being of older people.

· It was noted that the funding was subject to consultation and engagement with older people on how the money should be spent. It was emphasised that the funding needed to be spent by March 2011 and activities/services also delivered within that timeframe.

· Given the relatively short timescales, the existing Wellbeing grant process would be used. Proposals for spend should be sustainable, improve access to an existing service or enable older people to access a new activity – actions that will essentially benefit older people.

· Potential uses - classes at local centres to enable people to access the internet or extending silver surfer sessions at local libraries.  

· It was agreed that formal spending proposals should be sent to the Area Co-ordinator and considered at the next meeting on the 5th October 2010.


AGREED 


(1)
that funding of £4,500 from Health and Social Care’s ‘Putting People First in Bristol’ (PPFB) team be accepted by the Cabot Clifton and Clifton East NP. 


(2)
that the funds must be spent on actions that promote the health and wellbeing of older people and which have been suggested by older people;


(3)
that the existing Wellbeing grant process be used for allocating funds against the criteria set out in the report;


(4)
that a decision on allocating and spending these funds needs to be decided by councillors by 31st January 2011 at the latest after which funds must be returned to the PPFB team for reallocation.


(5)
that the funds must be spent and activities/services delivered by 31st March 2011.


(6)
that formal spending proposals should be sent to the Area Co-ordinator and considered at the next meeting on the 5th October 2010.

12.
LICENSING PROGRESS REPORTS


The partnership received verbal reports on the following (agenda item no. 12):-


Cumulative Impact Areas


A request was made at the previous meeting to consider the possibility of including the top of Park Street, The Triangle and the bottom of Whiteladies Road within the Cumulative Impact Area (a zone where the council feels that the concentration of licensed premises is so great that to allow any further licenses would compromise the licensing objectives) 


It was reported BCC was already working to revise the established CIA and with effect from August 2010, the city centre zone would be extended to include “the Triangle”. In September 2010, there would be further consultation on the whole of BCC’s Licensing Policy and another opportunity as part of this consultation to bring in Clifton Village and the bottom of Whiteladies Road. It was confirmed that Licensing would specifically consult with neighbourhood partnerships and local residents/amenity groups.


Tables/chairs/A Boards

It was reported that the council has developed proposals for a scheme to regulate the placing of tables and chairs outside of bars, cafes or similar types of premises on the public highway. It was noted that there had been 150 responses to consultation, which was due to end on the 29th July 2010. It was proposed that permission would not be granted if the pedestrian walkway was less than 1.8 metres wide but this would be considered in detail by the Licensing Committee in August 2010.

Given A boards are not associated with licensed premises, it was agreed that they required a different approach. It was noted that the City Development Team were presently working on a separate policy. 

It was clarified for a member of the public that only the Police were able to object to one-off public event (temporary event notices). In the case of applications for new licenses and extensions, the normal consultation process applies and members of the public affected by the application can make representations/objections to the Licensing Committee.


Licensing Enforcement

Including street trading, taxis, private hire, bars, floating pubs and 

take-aways. The Partnership heard from Ian Wilkinson in relation to a joint enforcement team involving the Police and BCC Licensing. Based at the Bridewell, the project provided a 

co-ordinated approach to enforcement and a greater spread of cover out of hours.


It was reported that a fixed penalty enforcement system was in place for bar staff who sell drinks to intoxicated or under-age customers. This system also applied to people buying their drinks. Enforcement was subject to people reporting occurrences and the necessary evidence. 


Colleagues in Trading Standards had created a part-time post within the unit and it was hoped that an officer from Pollution Control would be the next step. It was recognised that BCC could provide a range of skills and specialisms that could assist the enforcement officers.


Applications to provide hot food after 11.00pm - the onus was on the applicant to show why it should be granted. A blue notice was placed outside these premises. 

Street Traders – councillors and residents within 100m of the site are consulted on receipt of an application.


AGREED


That the verbal reports be noted.

13.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Future meetings – venues should be accessible, ventilated and a mobile microphone provided where necessary.

(The meeting ended at 8.55pm )

CHAIR
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